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“Best Applied Automation” from Rexroth
and SICK — based on open standards

Lohr-am-Main / Waldkirch — Bosch Rexroth AG and SICK AG have agreed on a
technical collaboration in the area of factory automation. The joint solutions fo-
cus on the simplified integration of SICK sensors in Rexroth control systems.
Users benefit from more rapid system integration and commissioning — thanks
to interfaces that are co-ordinated with one another and the use of open stan-
dards.

The aim of the technical collaboration between the two companies is to create system
solutions that offer perfect and flexible integration. The control systems from the auto-
mation company Rexroth, combined with the wide-ranging portfolio of sensors from
SICK, offer users time-savings and simplification through open standards and inter-
faces that are co-ordinated with one another.

Rexroth’s IndraWorks is a software framework that ensures the consistent and rapid
engineering of all system components from the HMI (Human-Machine Interface) to the
sensor, via FDT (Field Device Tool) / DTM (Device Type Manager) technology. DTMs
from a device library are integrated in the IndraWorks Project Manager by drag-and-
drop, and provide access to the sensor’s parameter, configuration and diagnostic data
without the need for any supplementary tools. Current measurement values and device
states are advantageously visualised with the embedded dialogues of the DTMs, the
device data is stored in the user project and, if necessary, archived.

SICK’s latest generation of sensors supports the trailblazing 10 Link interface standard.
Photoelectric proximity switches and reflex switches are already available with 10 Link,
which bridges the “last metre” to the sensor and provides cost-effective communication.
A library with ready-to-use function blocks permits the transparent integration of the
sensor data in the PLC program of Rexroth’s IndraControl L-controllers.
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Thus Rexroth and SICK enable simple and rapid integration in differing control topolo-
gies while offering a considerable reduction in costs throughout the entire engineering
workflow.

Rexroth and SICK are showing examples of their collaboration at their stands at the
Hanover Trade Fair 2007 from 16 - 20 April.

Bosch Rexroth AG: Hall 23 Stand A20
SICK AG: Hall 9 Stand F54

Bosch Rexroth AG, a member of the Bosch Group, achieved sales of about EUR
4.6 bn. in 2005 with over 28,200 employees. The company offers all drive and
control technologies — from mechanical, through hydraulic and pneumatic, to
electronic — under the Rexroth brand. More than 500,000 customers worldwide
exploit Rexroth’s unique technological expertise to implement their innovative
and future-oriented plant and machine concepts. This global player, represented
in 80 countries, is an all-round equipper for industrial and factory automation, as
well as for mobile applications.

SICK AG is one of the world’s leading producers of sensors and sensor solu-
tions for industrial applications. The company, founded in 1946 and based in
Waldkirch-im-Breisgau, employs over 4,300 employees worldwide and achieved
Group sales of EUR 594 m. in 2005. You can obtain further information on SICK
on the Internet at http://www.sick.com or by phone at +49 (0)7681 202-3873.
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